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Background 

This document contains comments provided by Denmark to HELCOM HABITAT 16-2014. Specific document 
numbers are indicating before the comments. 
 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 
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Mandate from Denmark for the meeting of the HELCOM Habitat group 

on May 13th-16th 2014 
 

Denmark is not able to participate in the meeting, but we have the following comments to the points and 

documents to be discussed: 

4-2 Denmark supports the idea of as much cohesion with other existing databases. Many of the same data 

must be reported to the EU etc. The need for an additional database to be maintained should be carefully 

considered. 

4-3 and 4-4: Denmark welcomes the efforts to develop a recommendation on species, habitats and 

biotopes which are at risk of extinction, as agreed upon in the 2013 HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial 

Declaration. The two draft recommendations presented by a German consultant are considered as a good 

start for the work. In general we consider the drafts to be unnecessarily detailed and that the implications 

of the proposed lines of action cannot be ascertained. Additionally, the draft should more clearly reflect the 

relation to an ecosystem based approach. At this stage of the work Denmark supports the further 

development of the draft recommendation.  

The final version of the 2013 Ministerial declaration 4B indent 3 does not specify the HELCOM RED Lists and 

only calls for the development of one recommendation encompassing species and habitats. Denmark, 

therefore, considers the proposed recommendations 4-3 and 4-4 as overreaching the original intent, and 

does not endorse the use of the HELCOM Red List as a basis.  

Denmark generally applies an ecosystem based approach for its nature and environmental management. 

Therefore, Denmark concludes that through the combination of protection through the Natura directives 

(the Danish Natura 2000 sites in the Baltic Sea are all declared as BSPA sites), specific sanctuaries protecting 

birds and seals and through national law there is adequate protection of marine species and their habitats, 

and certainly of those species which are included on the Danish Red list.  

4-5: Based on the current situation with the ongoing work in the EU and the very limited number of new 

HELCOM MPAs, Denmark supports the idea of postponing a new assessment of ecological coherence of 

protected areas.  

4-7: Denmark does not support the proposal. We worry that the needed effort will far outweigh the 

possible gain. The management plans in Denmark does cover the sea area as well as terrestrial areas, and 

meet EU requirement. Furthermore, new management plans are in process for all areas. They will enter a 

hearing phase at the end of 2014, and the new plans will come into effect on January 1st 2016. A review of 

existing plans are, therefore, not valuable at the current time.  


